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Negro Leagues players made to our Na-
tional Pastime and more importantly
to society through his work as chair-
man of America’s National Negro
Leagues Baseball Museum in Kansas
City.

Buck’s tireless work led the Baseball
Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, NY, to
hold a special election this spring to
induct Negro Leagues and pre-Negro
Leagues candidates into the Hall. In
July, 17 legendary players, managers
and owners were inducted into the
Hall. This induction was bittersweet
for many of us as its most visible leg-
end, Buck O’Neil, did not receive the
necessary votes. Although many of us
viewed this as an outrageous oversight,
Buck graciously viewed this as one of
the greatest days in Negro Leagues his-
tory. That was Buck in his truest form.
He was always about doing the right
thing. No matter what doors had been
closed to him; he always picked him-
self up and did what was right, never
what was easiest or most beneficial to
himself. What was most important to
Buck was his true love for the Negro
Leagues, the Negro Leagues players
and the Negro Leagues Baseball Mu-
seum—he poured all of his life and en-
ergy into seeing that their stories were
told and never forgotten.

Buck reminded us that these Leagues
and their players are significant on so
many levels: they represent a triumph
of the human spirit, tremendous
sportsmanship, high quality of play,
were of vital importance to the African
American community, and they led di-
rectly to the integration of the Major
Leagues, which was the first in a series
of major civil rights landmarks that
eventually led to the progress we have
achieved today. Buck was significant
in so many ways and on so many dif-
ferent levels in his own right—he
played an important part in shaping
the America we live in today.

Buck’s remarkable life reminds me of
a favorite poem, Game Called, by
Grantland Rice. I'd like to read it into
the RECORD:

Game Called. Across the field of play
the dusk has come, the hour is late.
The fight is done and lost or won,

the player files out through the gate.
The tumult dies, the cheer is hushed,
the stands are bare, the park is still
But through the night there shines the light,
home beyond the silent hill

Game Called. Where in the golden light
the bugle rolled the reveille.

The shadows creep where night falls deep,
and taps has called the end of play.
The game is done, the score is in,

the final cheer and jeer have passed.
But in the night, beyond the fight,

the player finds his rest at last.

Game Called. Upon the field of life

the darkness gathers far and wide,

the dream is done, the score is spun
that stands forever in the guide.

Nor victory, nor yet defeat

is chalked against the players name.
But down the roll, the final scroll,
shows only how he played the game.

There is little question that Buck
played the game with all his heart and
lived his life to the fullest. Buck, you
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will be missed but not forgotten. Our
Nation is better by virtue of your play
on the field and service off the field.
The principle by which you lived your
life will carry on through all who knew
you. The freedom for which you fought
endures. May God bless you with a
splendid room within His house. He has
certainly blessed me with the privilege
of having known you.e

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message from the President of the
United States was communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.

————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate a mes-
sage from the President of the United
States submitting a nomination which
was referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

(The nomination received today is
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 1:07 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1458. An act to require any Federal or
State court to recognize any notarization
made by a notary public licensed by a State
other than the State where the court is lo-
cated when such notarization occurs in or af-
fects interstate commerce.

H.R. 4997. An act to extend for 2 years the
authority to grant waivers of the foreign
country residence requirement with respect
to certain international medical graduates.

H.R. 5280. An act to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act with respect
to the distribution of the drug
dextromethorphan, and for other purposes.

H.R. 5798. An act to amend the Public
Health Service Act to modify the program
for the sanctuary system for surplus chim-
panzees by terminating the authority for the
removal of chimpanzees from the system for
research purposes.

The message also announced that the
House agreed to the following concur-
rent resolutions, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 484. Concurrent resolution
commending The New York Institute for
Special Education for providing excellent
education for students with blindness and
visual disabilities for 1756 years, and for
broadening its mission to provide the same
quality education to students with emo-
tional and learning disabilities.

H. Con. Res. 497. Concurrent resolution to
honor the memory of Arnold ‘Red”
Auerbach.

The message further announced that
the House passed the bill (S. 2125) to
promote relief, security, and democ-
racy in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo with an amendment, in which it
requests the concurrence of the Senate.
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ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The message also announced that the
Speaker has signed the following en-
rolled bills:

S. 1219. An act to authorize certain tribes
in the State of Montana to enter into a lease
or other temporary conveyance of water
rights to meet the water needs of the Dry
Prairie Rural Water Association.

S. 2250. An act to award a congressional
gold medal to Dr. Norman E. Bourlag.

The enrolled bills were subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. STEVENS).

At 5:62 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, without amend-
ment:

S. 2370. An act to promote the development
of democratic institutions in areas under the
administrative control of the Palestinian
Authority, and for other purposes.

S. 3759. An act to name the Armed Forces
Readiness Center in Great Falls, Montana, in
honor of Captain William Wylie Galt, a re-
cipient of the Congressional Medal of Honor.

The message further announced that
the House has passed the following
bills, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate:

H.R. 6344. An act to reauthorize the Office
of National Drug Control Policy Act.

H.R. 6345. An act to make a conforming
amendment to the Federal Deposit Insurance
Act with respect to examinations of certain
insured depository institutions, and for
other purposes.

———

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

S. 4110. A bill to enhance Federal Trade
Commission enforcement against illegal
spam, spyware, and cross-border fraud and
deception, and for other purposes.

——————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-9226. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“Clothianidin; Pesticide Tolerances’” (FRL
No. 8105-5) received on December 4, 2006; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-9227. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“Cyproconazole; Pesticide Tolerances for
Emergency Exemptions” (FRL No. 8093-4) re-
ceived on December 4, 2006; to the Committee
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-9228. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Paraquat Dichloride; Pesticide Tolerance
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Correction” (FRL No. 8100-3) received on De-
cember 4, 2006; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-9229. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, transmitting, a report
of draft legislation that would provide relief
and assistance to the village of Caseyville,
Illinois regarding flood prevention and ease-
ment issues; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-9230. A communication from the Under
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi-
ness), transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port on the approved retirement of Lieuten-
ant General Robert T. Clark, United States
Army, and his advancement to the grade of
lieutenant general on the retired list; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

EC-9231. A communication from the Under
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi-
ness), transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port on the approved retirement of Lieuten-
ant General Larry J. Dodgen, United States
Army, and his advancement to the grade of
lieutenant general on the retired list; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

EC-9232. A communication from the Under
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi-
ness), transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port on the approved retirement of Lieuten-
ant General John R. Vines, United States
Army, and his advancement to the grade of
lieutenant general on the retired list; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

EC-9233. A communication from the Presi-
dent, Federal Financing Bank, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the Bank’s management re-
port for fiscal year 2006; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-9234. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency with respect to
Burma that was declared in Executive Order
13047 of May 20, 1997; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-9235. A communication from the Chief
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management
Agency, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Final Flood Elevation Deter-
minations” (71 FR 64148) received on Decem-
ber 4, 2006; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-9236. A communication from the Chief
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management
Agency, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“‘Final Flood Elevation Deter-
minations” (71 FR 64141) received on Decem-
ber 4, 2006; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-9237. A communication from the Chief
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management
Agency, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“‘Final Flood Elevation Deter-
minations” (71 FR 64132) received on Decem-
ber 4, 2006; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-9238. A communication from the Chief
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management
Agency, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Changes in Flood Elevation
Determinations’ (71 FR 60854) received on
December 4, 2006; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-9239. A communication from the Chief
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management
Agency, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Changes in Flood Elevation
Determinations” (71 FR 59385) received on
December 4, 2006; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-9240. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Export Administration,
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Bureau of Industry and Security, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Imple-
mentation of the Understandings Reached at
the June 2006 Australia Group Plenary Meet-
ing; Clarifications and Corrections; Addi-
tions to the List of States Parties to the
Chemical Weapons Convention” (RIN0694-
AD86) received on December 4, 2006; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-9241. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Export Administration,
Bureau of Industry and Security Administra-
tion, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Addition of ‘Montenegro’ and ‘Serbia’
as Separate Countries in the Export Admin-
istration Regulations Based on U.S. Recogni-
tion of Montenegro as a Sovereign State”
(RIN0694-AD58) received on December 4, 2006;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

EC-9242. A communication from the Acting
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, De-
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Temporary Rule; Closure (New York Sum-
mer Flounder Commercial Fishery)” (ID No.
102706A) received on December 4, 2006; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-9243. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Export Administration,
Bureau of Industry and Security Administra-
tion, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Imposition of Foreign Policy Con-
trols on Surreptitious Communications
Intercepting Devices” (RIN0694-AC82) re-
ceived on December 4, 2006; to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-9244. A communication from the Legal
Advisor to the Bureau Chief , Media Bureau,
Federal Communications Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘““‘Amendment of Section 73.202(b),
Table of Allotments, FM Broadcast Stations
(Burkesville, Greensburg, Hodgenville, Horse
Cave, Lebanon, Lebanon Junction,
Lewisport, Louisville, Lyndon, New Haven,
Springfield and St. Matthews, Kentucky, Ed-
inburgh, Hope, Tell City and Versailles, Indi-
ana, Belle Meade, Goodlettsville, Henderson-
ville, Manchester and Millersville, Ten-
nessee)”’ (MB Docket No. 06-77) received on
December 4, 2006; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-9245. A communication from the Legal
Advisor to the Bureau Chief , Media Bureau,
Federal Communications Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘“‘Amendment of Section 73.202(b),
Table of Allotments, FM Broadcast Stations
(Chester, Virginia; Fruitland, Maryland;
Lakeside, Virginia; Port Norris, New Jersey;
Warsaw, Virginia, and Willards, Maryland)”’
(MB Docket No. 04-409) received on December
4, 2006; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-9246. A communication from the Legal
Advisor to the Bureau Chief, Media Bureau,
Federal Communications Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘““Amendment of Section 73.202(b),
Table of Allotments, FM Broadcast Stations
(Powers, Oregon and Zapata, Texas)”’ (MB
Docket Nos. 05-14 and 05-15) received on De-
cember 4, 2006; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-9247. A communication from the Legal
Advisor to the Bureau Chief, Media Bureau,
Federal Communications Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘“‘Amendment of Section 73.202(b),
Table of Allotments, FM Broadcast Stations
(Boonville and Wheatland, Missouri)” (MB
Docket No. 06-88) received on December 4,
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2006; to the Committee
Science, and Transportation.

EC-9248. A communication from the Legal
Advisor to the Bureau Chief, Media Bureau,
Federal Communications Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Amendment of Section 73.202(b),
Table of Allotments, FM Broadcast Stations
(Carrizo Springs, Texas)”” (MB Docket No. 06—
50) received on December 4, 2006; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-9249. A communication from the Acting
Chief of the Policy and Rules Division, Office
of Engineering and Technology, Federal
Communications Commission, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“In the Matter of Unlicensed Operation in
the TV Broadcast Bands; Additional Spec-
trum for Unlicensed Devices Below 900 MHz
and in the 3 GHz Band” (ET Docket Nos. 04-
186 and 02-380) received on December 4, 2006;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

EC-9250. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator and Chief Executive Officer,
Booneville Power Administration, Depart-
ment of Energy, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the Administration’s annual report; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

EC-9251. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel, Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Revisions to
the Blanket Certificate Regulations and
Clarification Regarding Rates’” (Docket No.
RMO06-7-000) received on December 4, 2006; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

EC-9252. A communication from the Attor-
ney, Office of Assistant General Counsel for
Legislation and Regulatory Law, Depart-
ment of Energy, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Non-
procurement Debarment and Suspension”
(RIN1991-ABT74) received on December 4, 2006;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

EC-9253. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality
Implementation Plans; West Virginia; Emis-
sion Reductions to Meet Phase II of the Ni-
trogen Oxides (NOx) SIP Call; Correction”
(FRL No. 8249-7) received on December 4,
2006; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.

EC-9254. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Approval and Promulgation of Implementa-
tion Plans and Operating Permits Program;
State of Missouri”’ (FRL No. 8250-7) received
on December 4, 2006; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

EC-9255. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Approval and Promulgation of Implementa-
tion Plans; State of Missouri” (FRL No. 8250—
9) received on December 4, 2006; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-9256. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Approval and Promulgation of Implementa-
tion Plans; State of Missouri” (FRL No. 8251—
2) received on December 4, 2006; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.
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EC-9257. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality
Implementation Plans; Delaware; Revisions
to Regulation 1102—Permits’’ (FRL No. 8252—
5) received on December 4, 2006; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-9258. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality
Implementation Plans; Maine; Redesignation
of the Portland, Maine and the Hancock,
Knox, Lincoln and Waldo Counties, Maine
Ozone Nonattainment Areas to Attainment
and Approval of These Areas’ Maintenance
Plans” (FRL No. 8253-4) received on Decem-
ber 4, 2006; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works.

EC-9259. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Approval and Promulgation of Implementa-
tion Plans, South Carolina: Revisions to
State Implementation Plan” (FRL No. 8252—
9) received on December 4, 2006; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-9260. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Approval and Promulgation of Implementa-
tion Plans; Revisions to the Nevada State
Implementation Plan; Monitoring and Vola-
tile Organic Compound Rules” (FRL No.
8243-9) received on December 4, 2006; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

EC-9261. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“National Emission Standards for Hazardous
Air Pollutants for Industrial, Commercial,
and Institutional Boilers and Process Heat-
ers: Reconsideration of Emissions Averaging
Provision and Technical Corrections” (FRL
No. 8252-2) received on December 4, 2006; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

EC-9262. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Revocation of TSCA Section 4 Testing Re-
quirements for Coke-Oven Light Oil (Coal)”
((RIN2070-AD16)(FRL No. 8103-2)) received on
December 4, 2006; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

EC-9263. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“State Operating Permit Programs; Dela-
ware; Amendments to the Definition of a
‘Major Source’” (FRL No. 82562-3) received on
December 4, 2006; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

EC-9264. A communication from the Acting
U.S. Global AIDS Coordinator, Department
of State, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port relative to the President’s Emergency
Plan for AIDS Relief; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

EC-9265. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, an annual report
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relative to the implementation of the Age
Discrimination Act of 1975 by the depart-
ments and agencies that administer pro-
grams of Federal financial assistance; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

EC-9266. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report relative to
the findings of the evaluations of certain
Public Housing Service Act programs; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

EC-9267. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Directorate of Construction, Depart-
ment of Labor, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Steel Erec-
tion; Slip Resistance of Skeletal Structural
Steel” (RIN1218-AC14) received on December
4, 2006; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-9268. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel, Government Accountability Of-
fice, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
relative to the implementation of the Of-
fice’s recommendations; to the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

EC-9269. A communication from the Chair-
man, United States International Trade
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the Commission’s Performance and Account-
ability Report for fiscal year 2006; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

EC-9270. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the Department’s Perform-
ance and Accountability Report for fiscal
year 2006; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs.

EC-9271. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Energy, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the Department’s Performance and Ac-
countability Report for fiscal year 2006; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

EC-9272. A communication from the Chair-
man, Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety
Board, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
Board’s Performance and Accountability Re-
port for fiscal year 2006; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

EC-9273. A communication from the Spe-
cial Assistant to the President and Director,
Office of Administration, Executive Office of
the President, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to personnel employed
in various Executive offices; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

EC-9274. A communication from the Attor-
ney General, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the ‘‘Inspector General’s Semiannual Report
to Congress’” and the ‘‘Attorney General’s
Semiannual Management Report to Con-
gress’’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

EC-9275. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the Inspector General’s
semiannual report for the period April 1, 2006
through September 30, 2006; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

EC-9276. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
semiannual report relative to the Office of
Inspector General’s auditing activity and a
report relative to the implementation status
of audit recommendations; to the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

EC-9277. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Labor, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the Inspector General’s semiannual re-

S11497

port on the Department for period April 1,
2006 through September 30, 2006; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

EC-9278. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, an
alternative plan for locality pay increases
payable to certain civilian Federal employ-
ees; to the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs.

EC-9279. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Peace Corps, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the Corps’ Performance and Ac-
countability Report for fiscal year 2006; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

EC-9280. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Regulations and Rulings Division, Alco-
hol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“‘Los Carneros Viticultural
Area Technical Amendment’ (RIN1513-AB32)
received on December 4, 2006; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

EC-9281. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Regulations and Rulings Division, Alco-
hol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Establishment of the Tracy
Hills Viticultural Area’ (RIN1513-AA89) re-
ceived on December 4, 2006; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

————

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM-444. A resolution adopted by the
Michigan House of Representatives relative
to extending the production tax credit for
wind power energy development; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

HoOUSE RESOLUTION No. 307

Whereas, Energy is our economic lifeblood.
Indeed, with energy prices soaring to new
and never seen heights in our country this is
more apparent now than ever. In an effort to
foster the development of alternative energy
sources for the future, a production tax cred-
it for wind power energy development was
established in 1992. The success of this pro-
gram is evident in the significant progress
that has been made in the development of
clean sources of power for our country in the
years since that time; and

Whereas, The long-term effectiveness of
the production tax credit for wind energy de-
velopment has been impeded by the fact that
this important program faces sunset provi-
sions every two years. Although the sunset is
a productive oversight tool to ensure sound
spending policies, an extended effort like de-
veloping viable wind energy technologies re-
quires enormous capital expenses and long-
term commitment. The requirement for re-
newal every two years has proven to be coun-
terproductive, as demonstrated by the fact
that during most two-year cycles, the
amount of power added by wind energy in-
vestment drops considerably in the second
year as developers worry if the tax credit
will be renewed after its sunset expiration;
and

Whereas, The production tax credit would
be far more effective if it could be extended
farther beyond a two-year period. Like most
other tax credits the government creates to
encourage beneficial behaviors, the produc-
tion tax credit is designed to foster an
emerging and capital-intensive industry that
may one day be a key part of America’s over-
all energy needs. Clearly, wind energy tech-
nology will see many more significant ad-
vances with a consistent, multiple-year tax
approach; now, therefore, be it
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